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is-Est, car number 3483, and

atunch
with buffalo mozzarell, chicken

when the Simplon Tunnel burrowed through
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SAINT PAUL'S CATHEDRAL
OR THE DOGE'S PALACE.

FLHEGARE DI Express is en roue
plcd since

afte
er tale of murder, celet

ife

provide retreats where yo e another,
have hours or days to stare
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ky. Virtuosotravel Museum while

on's Belmond pla picce

arecent
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S0 tote their Louis

suits, and women tip §
Vuitton valises. Belmond's British Pullman,

The VSOE isabout thy

of travel as they
out the romance of travel. Rid

the Simplon’s sister train, conveys passengers

from London throu

But on platform four, a sparkling navy-and
Express,

as my wife, Jen ) iginal Orient
a,in 1883, en rowte to Istanbul. In 1906, 1o

ay in Colorado, We liked

gold train looks as if it steamed in st
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-screen motion pictures,
compimentary withefon abin

©® ALL ABOARD

A classic plan for the Ve a-Orient-Expr

ess,

“Onthe Britsh Puliman, make sure

Formal a
Cocktall our n thi baF e

THE ORIENT-

Orient-Express for the remainder of the
trip. Our car, Audrey, was nearly lost in a
1940air rai later restored and sub
sequently frequented by members of the
royal family. All of the cars on the Pullman
and the O ped in such
lore - one commandeered as a brothel dur-
ing WWII, another used by King Carol to
escape Romania when he abdicated - and the
histories are inscribed on wood placards in
every wagon. Not long after boarding, when

@ THE ONLY MURDER THAT’S LIKE
KPRESS, I'T SE

totheart deco finery of the day - mv.l\ldmg
its shared bathroom. (There’s no shower
or bath, which is why multi g\\( routes
include hotel stays) Everything in the 36
square-foot cabin,including asmall cabinet
that concealsa dainty porcelain sink, s fi

ished in lacquer al\d ‘mahogany marquet

floral

Y ON THIS PASSAGE OF
IS, IS DEATH BY GLU

TONY.

ind crests of snow. As we plow south, Jen
snaps pictures of the shifting landscape
through the cabin’s wall-size window and
ends up with more than one of onlookers
outside taking photos of the train. At the
rm the Ex-

occasional stop, travelers swa

inlaid with p
brass reading hm)ﬁ i
Tour couch that trar
at night. Velvet \mw\ dangle from the

A
beside a floral ve.
forms into two bun!

ras

who post up at doorways, ere
Judging by these flattering respons
Orient-Express continues to inspire today

2 pa 2y, but
i

‘s difficult not tofeel at least a bit nostalgic.

Did Queen Elizabeth take her scones with

loxed ream and jam, 2 my elow prssn-

‘And which of the finger

Sanduiches did the Dule: of Edicburghy

Charles de Gaulle, and Nikita Khrushchev
th ad

peop
and move around without fecling claustro-
bic; you can double your space to ha
g room and a bedroom by bookinga
suite. From the blown-glass lampshades to
the hand-carved wood kncbonthe window

People don't enjoy traveling anymore,
s Bruno Janssens, the Orient-Expres
senior train manager, m,'mhm. tra
crowds and del Twant people to
forget their watches i enjoy their time.
The \mr!d could collapse during this train

‘cucamber, or salmon and eréme fraiche?
After we transfer from the British Pull-

man, our Orient s steward, a spry

balding thirtysomething Italian named Da:
S N >

space feels substantial and precious. 'I‘Im

trainisamonument,asregalandarrestingas

s s Cathedral or the Doge’s Palace.
Outside, northern France’s golden rape-
ed i

car number 3483,

us our cabin. Builtin 192

see
cathedrals like amulets

Eventually they

sbeen restored
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fitsuptome

ituntil _m\. arrive”
Eight hours into the journey, 1 haven't

left our cal

i and it feels like only an hour

pag
ampagne Da a
fetched, and study the changing country-
side, appreciating how trains conneet us

e Simplon
plus top rail journeys in € nada and Soath ljmu,

to check out

car: Every floor istiled itha ditont
Greekmyth. It ustonereason |

STAY Thoughit's alarge

Double

route that
starts or

- Eleanor Flagler Hardy,
travel advisor, Louisville,

with the travel experience by placing us in

penthouses), the Corinthia
London feels lie a boutique
hotel, with an intimate lobby
lounge for cocktails and

dining credit.

GO London to Venice s per-
haps the most classic route

nial vllage of
aNational Heritage site. In

itadds aunique take
on safaris with an overnight
journey to Kruger National
Park. Depart

traveled by ultiple
art throughout. lts Northall d 23;
Restaurantserves modern  Express, but the trainalso  from $1.470.

renditio 1

MEALTIME ON THE TRAIN IS AN
almost cons

exquisite dining cars for the likes of red
‘mullet and sea bass in fennel fondue, Mont
Saint-Michel rack of lamb, or pan-fried
with smoke-cured pork. The formal

hi d like a grand idea

of
and the massive ESPA Life

erary from Paris to Istan-

bl t

y .
Doubles from $630, includ-
ing breakfast and a $130
hotel credit,

More striking than ever fol-

between the train and Bel-
mond’s five-star properties
in Budapest and Bucharest
is extremely popular and
can book out a year

more in advance. London fo

Take in the Pacific North:
west Rocki
aboard the Rocky Moun-
taineer's glass-domed
cars, with white-finen
dining service and conduc
tors who slow the train for
wildiie sightings. Travelers.
sleep in hotels rather than

hours 50

carlier, now worrics me as lunch, afte . Venice s Multiple  on board, meaningall travel
tea,an i asuit 5

button. y y ided from $3.230. you don't miss anything.
passage of the Express, it seems, is  ant 8 The fatest eight-day itiner

deathbygluttony.

hile we're at dinner, David transforms
our cabin into a cozy nest, turning up the
coal-fired heating system and laying a robe
and slippers on the made-up bunk. Its a
signal that its time for one of the trip’s sin
gular experiences, a nightcap in the bar
car Inspie o thelatc hour, passengrs with
‘martinis and Manhattans occupy nearly »
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rooms have lavish Rubelli
upholstery vall coverings.
The hotel fronts the Grand
Canalfor easy water-taxi
access. and ts sunny patio
is the perfect spot for savor-

Africa’s most luxurious rail

inthe northeast to the
Southernmost point at Cape
Tow

ary links Seattle to Calgary
by way of Vancouver, Lake
Louise. and Bantf. including
aforay into the temper-

ate Coast Mountains and
arekcoptec o ovs the

plates such as soft-shell
crab or pravins and polenta)

n - jour-
ney. The train calls at Kim-
berley for a glimpse at the

Multiple
dates. 1hroug/1 ‘September 19;
from $4.079.



